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wrecked oll

elntmed:
noon, was It not?
ship fiylug no flag
have come from her.

"“Yesl"

Tankerden,

ing

of Eanglisl build,

menageries had heen
aliora
durltg the nlght, but
one of the members
of  the Conncil sud-
denly drose and ex-

e sﬁln was sight-
ed yestordny after-
A

These anlmals must

eried™ Jem
citehing
the spenkor's menn-
Intultlvely.
"These nulmaly were

1t
was the work of our
eternal enewy, John

In glncere gratitode and friendship.

The noxt day Mrs. Tankerden and Mrs,
Coverly, the Istter accompanled by her
charming daughter, Dy, exchanged ecalls,
and a few days later Jom Tankerden went
formnlly to Mr. Coverly’'s mansion to ask
for Dy Coverly's hand in marriage for his
son, Walter. It was willingly granted, No
diffiguities arose ahout the question of pe-
cuniary settlemoents, for it wis agreed that
eaeh of the young people should have o
marriage portlon of §200,000,000 to stirt
houseleeplng on,

“Four hundred millions,” remarked Pin.
chinnt, judlelally, *They will have enotgh
to lve on—even In New York."

CHAFTER X,

placed Gpon this s The date chdsen for the weddlng was the
land  Iast mlght by | 27th of Februnry, and by eareful coniputa-
deslgn. Thé slilp was | tlong it wis ascertained that Propeller Tal-

and would at that tdme be smeng the Noew
Hibrldes, the home of Captuln Sarol and
his suvage band.

Bull!" Cablegrnms were sent to Paris orderlng
“Ohl" erled the | the bride's troussean, and it was arranged
Covnell with one'that a fast steamer should bring this and

at ones, trusting blindly to Providence that
they would find thelr beloved t:u:"nrude
nllve on thelr return.

Cyrus Bickerstaff acted promptly when
he heard of Pinohinat's danger. e sent
for the British Governor of the island and
told him the seemed unwliling to be of uny,
nsslstance) that unless he furulshed sol-
dlers and guldes on the fustant he would
turn the buttories of Peopeller Iglnnd upon
the place nod moke 1§ o desolute waste in
fifteon nlinutes. The Governor therefore
ylelled witl the best grave possible.

When they arrived at the vlljage once
more they were surpriséd to find 1t entirely
deserted, Ty that time night had fallen,
and they saw o grent lght shining through
the forest. Appronching, they came upon a
vagf nnd tuymultuons erowd of savages
donclng end howling about a huge five,
hard by which Pinchinet, baif naked, was
bound to a tree. They came up just In

the nick of time, for a Fijlan chief stood
before the unhappy Frenchman on the

polnt of spllitting bkis slkull with the axe
wiilch he was polsing in the air,
The soldlers rushed up, and lo the twink-

Propeller Isiand, the marvel of the twentieth century, was an earth-cov-
cred, floating isle of steel of about the same ares as thot part of New York

south of Forty-second  streel.

Equipped with every comfort and Tuzury 'that

wenlth could command und sclence devise, the American Wlonaires who in-
hulifted this terrestrinl paradise shonld bave been content and happy In thefr

vear-long voynme in the perpetual Summer of the Pacifio.
arose Betweon the heads of the two we althiest familles: of ' the Islnnd,

T dendly elvll stelfe wis ouly temporarily

great dangers whilell Threatened the Hves of nll. Tt Is of

Bot & bitter feud
wad
averted by the sadden appéitrance of
theee that this thicd

Instalment of the story tells.
CHAPTER VIIL
ITH the dazzllng shield of the ocean
w stretehing to the horlzon ofi every
hanid at timwes, then pleking (s way
between scores of namelass tropic lsles,
the days sobluze with® spnshiue and the
nights 1it by the great constellntions of the
Suutliern  Hemisphere, the ‘Jewel oit the
Taclfie,” as this Gome of billignaites wis
sorimes ealled, moved ever gonthwasd.
Tt wis during these balcyon days that the
quortet bocame better ncquainted with the
Kirg and Queen of Matecarlis, amd one
évenlug gutprised them by nppeiring at
thile medest viln apd glying them aboxes
elinl of thelr chploest musle.

o Alls rornl poir so lightly esteamed
by theld fellow-townsmen, they pald the
utmost deference, Tutll thres years before
the King of Mulecarile hail, ruled over one
of the oliest cowmiteles of Kuvope. A man
of great scleutliie nnd artisiic witalnments,
Nig digtuste for the throme had grown with
adsiinelng yeies, tnd, seélng fhiat tue time
was not fhr off when hls kiugdom should
becomy & repoblle, he declded to nhdiéhte
snd end Qs days ns peacefully and happlly
ss he might. Bof, though bls forfune had
been truly imperial in lts proportions,
judged by the Eqropean gtandnrd, lie found
his lucowwe of forgy milliens a year burely
stflclent for his eupport upon Propeller
Island, 2nd so, g hlgh-salaried position be-
ing vacunt In the observetory, he npplied
for and obuulned the ploce,

It wans freguently the custom of the guar-
tot Lo spend the night with khn In the ph-
servitory watching the stars, And it was
on one of these oconsions thot a strange
thlng huppened which brought about some
remarkable ocebrrences,

Tle night ln giestlon haid been brilliantly
moonllt, but toward 8 in the morging tha
watchers were amnzed to see the heavens
grow ns dark-as if with deuse cloudss A
glance nt the barometer showed thut no
storm wns at hand, and on looking down-
ward they saw the ground belng rapldly
covered with & thick cnrpet of powdery
red dust. Then there was a brilllant flagh
of light slong the western sky, followed in
a few goeconds by a muffled roar like the
dlscharge of |ngumersble eaunon.  For
forty-elght hours this voléanle shower cou-
tinued, ond whether [t was dpy or whether
It was night could only be told by consult-
ing the chronometers, for the dust lay so
thickly everywhere that even the great
electrle lghts, pmothered ln Its continpal
downpour, falled to Huminate the dense
dirkness. [o & 55

t was In the mldst of this that a slight

ock made the islund shiver from end to
end, It was soon ascertained that a steam-
er of large tounage bad been run down;
bot there was no trace of the craft to be
discernes curough the thick darkness, and
s0, after investigation had shown that the
island had received nd Injury, the mighty
engines begoun to revoive again. |

The dust ceasod to fall ac the end of the
second daf, and then came the glant fask
of clcml’n; the Islund, for It lay shrouded
in, dust many luches thlek.  Whlle this
work was golug on two British meu-of-war

were desorléd In the ofng. They drew|

neprer, and presently a bont put out from
one of them, aud an officer, who proved to
be Captaly Turher, representing Rear Ad-
wiral 8ir ¥dward Collinson, came nshore.

The Governor of the Island gave Nim an
i;}&ﬂm audience, during w]ﬁch Captaln
Turner stated thar at

afterwurd.  All on board had been saved,
but he bad come to demand snlademnity
of £6,000,000 for the loss of the vessel and
cargno.  Aftor some dlscusslon this was
finally pald by tle Governor, and the Brit-
(18l warsliips sallenly withdrew. But every
Britlsht ship (s an Integral part of that em-
plre, and oot one of these parts can be
destroyed with Impunity. There wees yet
ofher slngular conseqBiences to. thlx accl-
dent,

Propeller Island wns now nppéouch!nz
Tongn-Talhou, one of the largest of Athe
Totign Islands, where the quartet, golng
aahore the ofternoon of their arrival, be-
came chance wluesses of one of the pe-
cullnr hoif-religious fetes of the savages,
Owing to the udviee of Barol, the Malay eap-
talf, who Lad extolled the ludusiey of the
New Hebrlles natives, a hindred of thege
Lad Veen ordered to meet Fropeller Island
nt Fenga-Tabou in order to expedite the
fresing of the streets and bulldlugs from
the voleaule dust whigh encumbered them,
aid when the island departed they jolned
thelr compatriots, as they proved faithful
laborers, and as their tosk would hardiy be
completed before Erromango, thelr home,
woulil be sigbted, Propeller Island seemed
doomed.

CHAPTER IX.

But while this deep-lnld plot of the Malny
chlef was rlpeulng, spmething occurred
which lovolved the conspleators and their
intended vietims allke ln a common danger.
The afternoon of the 18th of Jaunary,
while Propeller Island was searly in the
centre of that part of the sea which sepa-
ritesa the Tovga and the TI)l. groups, o
stenmer of seven of elght hundred tons
was sighted, apparently headlng for Star-
board Harbor, It showed no flug, but i
was surmised from It bulld to be an Eng-
1ish eraft,. As the sun went down It seemed
to hove changed its course nnd fo be pro-
ceeding away from the lsland.

The night which followed was dark and
moonless, and the heavens were obscured
by thick elouds, but, though the thunder
muttered [n the dlgtance, no vidn fell. Be-
tween 2 and 3 la the mornltig the wateh-
men at the batterles heard curlous nolses
—strange growls and ronrs—which geemed
to come: fram all along the lttomnl. ‘Lhe
next dny It was discovered that fifty sheep
bad been half devoured during the night,
as well us a dozen cows and a score of
horses, apparently by wild beasts.

But the lsland was in mid-occnn, out of
glght of land, nnd such a thing seamed ut-
terly impessible, The passengers on the
first car for Larbourd Harbor could not be-
lieve thelr éyes when they saw two gl-
gantle llong and 4 tiger spring from the
shrubbery upon them as they sped along,
Tlien eame the nows that two lmmense al-
lgators had been seep upon the banks of
the river, and from every quarter of the
lsland people hurried to the Governor's of-
fice with tales of savage bessts thut they
bad seen and eseaped from.

The owners of the shops and houses

osed and barricaded thelr doors and win-

wa, and the soldlery, commanded by
Colonal Stewart, patoolled the streets. The
Counell of Thirty vonvened snd culled cpon
ull the male Inhabltants whose age wonld
peimit to tike wp arms for the exterming-
tlon of the ewarm of wild anlmals that

 bad Invaded the fsland.
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Jurles from shich shey sanl ‘some hours |

that some ship | responde
for Etrppeas | irs

volee,

“Having: no right
o cnuse the destruce
tlon of our isiand,
Eungluond has wished
to render it unlolab-
ghle, and thercfore
has thrown upon our
shores these myrinds
of ijguﬂ tigers, ulli-
guotors, wiind, perbaps,
venomons  serpents,
To our posts, gentle-.
men, and In hunting
these bensts let us
not forget that It is
to the Hnglish that
we are giving chasel

In the slanghter
which followed Calls-
tus Munhar took the
lead—Calistus  Mun-
bar, the grand-ne-
nhew of the celebrat.
od Barnum, lo whosa
travellng meunger-
les he perchance bad
gerved 8o long an ap-
prenticeship that  he
now could shrug his
shonlders lndlfferent-
iy when hg encoun-
tered the wide-open,
smoking mouth of
Hlon or tiger,

The #port had been
royal for two (days,
and Jem Tankerden
showed  that he had
not lost phe akill he
bad acquired while lie
was & trapper o the
Far West, nnd no se-.
rlous necldent hap-
pened untll the morn-
ing of the second day.
It wnas shout tTwo
bours before dayhreak
when a party, headed
by * Blekerstaff, Jom
Tankerden, his eon
Walter and Nat Cov-
erly appronched the
Hotel de Viile, where
the Council awalted

the boat could have mads so quick a pas-
sage.

The early risers next morning were sur-
prised to see that the steamer, now but a
few mlics awny, was not the one expected,
but one fiylng the flag of the Standerd Isi-
and Company, snd therefors the bearer of
official instructions. Bearcely had the
stegmwer been docked before n passenger
leaped ashore, He was recognlzed me one
of the Hlgh sgeénts of the company, and,
réfusing to reply to any questions, hasten-
ed to the City Hall, and thers demanded
an !mmediate audlence with the Governor
“regarding & most urgest affair."

Cyrus BlkerstaT recelved bhim in his pris
vate office, and for a quarter of am hour
the (oor remnined tightly closed. Then
o telephonio cail was sent ont for the im-
wedlate essembling ‘of the Councll of
Thirty, and when these arrived the agent
madg to them the following formal declara-
tlon:

“Under dnte of Janvary 23 the Standard
Island Company, Limited, made an asslgn-
ment to Willlam 7T. Pomering, who hns
been given full power to act as he may
deem best for the interests of the com-
pany aforesald."

Mr. Willlam T. Pomering himself and
none other it wag who made thls state
ment, and It was recelved by the Ameriean
bitlonalves with thelr enstomary sang
frolil, Pomering went on to explaln the
rauses of this fallure: unsuccessfnl specu-
\ntlons, vapst esfates In Arksnsas which
had been swallowed up by an unforesecn
geologle depresslon. It was propbsed to
organlze y naw cbwpany; but before seek-
Ing for a forelgn capltal It had been declded
to ‘offer to the Standard Islnpders them:
selves a chanee to become proprietors of
thelr flokting home.

Busluess mntters Jo not lng In the
Cnited States of America. A moment after
Pomering had finished his gpeech Nat Cov-
erly nod Jem Tankerden offered him $400.-
000,000 for the Usland asd all that per-
talned to It. He could take the offer or
leave It—and he took It

The Counnell had assembled at §:18 and
it adjourned at 9:47. In 'this brief space
of ‘time Fropeller Island had passsd into
the hands of the two “archirichissimes,"
who, with a few of thelr friends, formed
the new firm. of “Jem Tankerden, Nat
Coverly & Co.”

“These Americans are very extraordi-
oary," sald Pinehinat to his two compan-
lons when the news was unnouneced. “Thoey

}spend less time over a matter of $400,000,.

000 than I do bargaining with some savige
chef fara pew choking recipe.”
“This new pirjpership between Tanker-

#Aden apd Coverly eannot last,” gloomily

aunounced the pessimistic Sebastien Zom.

{11 am giad we bave sent all our money to

New York, for ir will be essler to draw It
from the bank there than It will be to pro-
cura [t from the one nt Billian Clty when
the lsland s & thousand fathoms deep In
the -ocean.”

S tain, listensd to the. accounts of
fabulous richness. Propeller Islund was’

reports of how the
hunt was progressing,

They were but & hundred steps l'mm_th
odifice when there came s chorus of ago-
nized feminine shrieks, and a crowd of
women afd chlldren rushed forth and up
the broad aveure. They had songht refuge
In the bulliing, belleving it more secure
{hinn fhelr own homes, aud now, owing to
some nesligence, o gate having been loft
open, one of the wild beasts hud stolen In
among them. 3

Nat Coverly and Walter Tankerden weare
the frst to veach the square. Buddenly n
huge tlgér sprivg out and bere down
Walter, who was thres paces In hdvanee.
Coverly's gun was empty, but le drew his
knife and rushed forward just as the
beast was sinking {ts Tangs In Walter Thu-
kerden's shonlder, Attracted by his new
adversary, the tiger rose, and, recelving
nn ineffectusl kulfe thrust from Coverly,
crughed him to enrth with his buge bulk.
Hea wns just raistng hls crael claws to tesr
open the prostrate and Helpless man when
there came the report of Jem Tankerden's
rifle, and then & second detonation. The
last was the explosion of the ball withia
the body of the tiget, apd the beast rolled
over! dead.

They lifted up Walter, hls shoulder gome-
what torn by the tiger's toeth, Coverly
had fared better, for he was without a
sernteh.,  He rose andl ndvanced toward
Tankerden, his anclent enemy, snylng

gravély: “You bave saved my Ufe. Thank
you!"

still praciise their horeid sgerificinl rites,
hands [ heln thuy

the wedding presents, Btarting from Mar-
soilles and travelling vin tha Sucz Canal
and the Indian Geean, the five weeks be-
fore the ceremony took place would give it
nmple time to arrive,

The 30th of Jaupary found Propeller Isl-
and among the Fiji group, where It was de.
clded to halt for several days. The quar-
tef, profiting by this delay, took one of the
electrie launches, with a view of ascending
the Rewn Rlver, which iz a broad streanmv
flowing through the island of Vita Levow.
Of the four Parlsluns, Plachinat had prob-
ably the gueerest porpose In hls ming when
setting out—be wished to vléit the cannl-
bals for which this lsland 18 famous and
enldeavor o discover Bomething new fn a
gastronomle wey In opder that he might
have an luteresting communleation to make
to his colleagues of the Boclete des Gour-
mets on his return to Paris.  Bur be.nar-
rowly escaped belng himself an interesting
contribution to the Fijlan prototype of this
soclety,

They had gone far up the river before
they went ashore, and fiodlly lunded at
what seemed to be oné of the largest vii-
Inges of the lsland. Frascolln, Yvernes and
Zorn were so absorbed in strange sights
they saw about them that they did not no-
tiee: Plnchinnt's abseonce until they storted
to return to thele boat. They hunted
throngh the villuge snd called Bim repeat-
odly, but with no response. Then 1o the
mind of epch came n food of the horeible
tales they hid heard of these flerce cannl-
bals, who, Uving far inland, were said (o

Bub the tide was falling, and to obtuin
i ! utm'ntc Eropeller Island

e

‘woon lost Elght of by

ling of an eyé  the
olpoe wos deserted by
the natives, who fed
Into the forest In ter
ror.

Pinchinat was the
bero of the hour
his return,
the
adventure wos thel’
tople of conversation,
tor the excluslon of the| M
Coverly - Tanderken|®
nuptinls, ot both
these subjects ware

an unexpected occnr
rence. 4

On the sfternoon or[{
the 10th of Febhrunry
the news' wak sent
over the lsland that n
Inrge stonmer WrRs ap-
proaching from the
Northeast. Her nas
tlonality eould not be
nscertnlned, but |t
was expected that by
the following morn-
ing she wonld be closa
at band. 1t wns gen-
prally supposed that
she must be the ship
from France beiving
the troussenu of the

“Silence!” eried Plochlnat xni-lr. “Allons
for the fete, Let us declile what pleces weo
ghal]l play at thé weddlng, for we have no
other gift than our musle which we ean
offér to the bride.”

In dpe time the shiplond of marvellous
wedding prosegts arived, and It was with
glistenlng eyes that Surol, the Malay cap-
thelr

|

of pllot. It may have been chance o2 IV
may have been deslgn, but under Barol's
guldance the Island made such slow prog.
ress that it wes not until the moruing of
the 27th of February, the day Oxsd for the
wedding, that the first of these lslands
wes slghted, and a lttle later Ermmam.
ltself rose t wiew. At 1 ofclock ln the
afternoon Propeller Isiand dropped anchor
A mlle off ghore, for as soon as ths fetes
attendant upon the wedding were over It
was Commodore Simocoe’s Intention to dls-
embark the Malays there and to turn agaln
toward the equater and procesd back go
Madelelne Bay.

By order of the nuthoritles evory ons wasd
given & bolldny In hanor of the occnsion,
the only exception being the few guardy
scattered along the island's coast llpes In
the evenlng the lsland blazed with such &
multiplicity of lights {hut the dissppear
ance of the sun was bardly noticeable.
The religlous ceremony  hod been per-
formed Iate in the safternoon, but If was
nearly 11 before the young wcouple pro-
ceeded to the Hotel de Ville, whote the
civil marriage was to tike pince. Foll
ing the young couple and ‘thelr familop
ecmne o vost érowd, made up of all the in-
habliants of the Island, marching In a
long procession up the broad svenue which
led to the municipul bullding. y

Buddenly there was s borst of loud cries
from the larboard end of the l}llml. fol-
lowed by the report of frearms, ‘and,
stricken with sudden surprise, the proves-
sion came to nn abrupt balt, A sioment
later sevbral of the comst guards, msome of -
them 'bleeding from thelr wounds, rushed
up, and with bréathless haste grsped ont
that Propeller Isiand had deen invaded by
a4 band of New Hebrides savages, thres or
four thousand Ju sumber, with Csptain
Sarol at their heald T

GHAFTER XI.

Such wasg Ehe i
plot formed by Ulpmn Barol nlded by the
Mulsys and the savage mnatives of Erro-
mango and the nelghboring lslands. What
wottld be its end? }

Those fierce savages had long awalted
the coming of this lsle of treasure, snd
whén Captain Savol had given them tha
signal all were sssembled and rendy for
murder snd plllage.  Fired with. 'the
thought of the fabulous rickes which but
awalted the welzing, the thrée . or four
thensand natlves bad swarmed acrosa the
nurrow strip of water that ey between |
them and thelr prey, had overpowared the
const guards, and now, with Billlon Oity
apparently ®t thelr mewey; they wonid
know me plty and would leave not & sonl
alive. ]

Between 4 and © o'clock In the mornlng
balf the regulnr military forcs wis massed
on the observatory slde of the city, sectlng
on the bellef that Ceptaln Sarol would en-
dekvor to galn an entrance there. Wit
the rising of the sun came the first attack
of the Malnys at the polnt anticipaied: Tn
spite of thelr courageous resistance, Bow-

natives swarmed Into the clty, the towa's
defenders retreating slowly and # g
teking refuge in the massive my
bufding which h&d been constructed Mke
a fortress, and which now sheltéred most
of the Inhabltanfy. !
“We must bold this at any cost,” sald
the governor. “It Is our last chance. Bup
only & mirncle from o save us now.™

aod, owing to his famlllatity with those ¢ro Be Continued in Next Sunduy’s Joi
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ever, the Standard Islanders wers foreod
back about 10 In the foremoon, and the
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